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The Village of Beverly Hills will provide necessary reasonable auxiliary aids and services, such as signers for the hearing 
impaired and audiotapes of printed materials being considered at the meeting, to individuals with disabilities attending the 
meeting upon three working days’ notice to the Village. Individuals with disabilities requiring auxiliary aids or services 

should contact the Village by writing or phone, 18500 W. Thirteen Mile Beverly Hills, MI 48025 (248) 646-6404. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
Village of Beverly Hills 18500 W. 13 Mile Road 
Joint Parks & Recreation Board and Beverly Hills, MI 48025 
Village Council Meeting 7:30 PM 
Thursday, January 21, 2021       

 
Zoom Link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89657503583 

Meeting ID: 896 5750 3583 
Dial In: 1-646-876-9923 (US) 

 
AGENDA 

 
1. Amendments/Approval of agenda.  

 
2. Approve minutes of a Parks & Recreation Board meeting held November 19, 2020. 

 
3. Public comments 

 
4. Review and consider request from Groves High School to hold Forte 5K at Beverly Park on May 

16, 2021.  
 

5. Review and consider request to extend bike path at Beverly Park. 
 

6. Recap winter decoration installations at Village parks.  
 

7. Discuss Detroit Institute of Arts’ Inside|Out Program. 
 

8. Discuss buckthorn eradication at Beverly Park.  
 

9. Discuss long term planning with dedicated park millage. 
a. Riverside Park and Island 
b. Hidden Rivers 
c. East Side Pocket Parks 
d. Beverly Park Playground 
e. Beverly Park Gravel Path 

 
10. Discuss future event ideas. 

 
11. Administration comments 

 
12. Council comments 
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13. Board comments 
 

14. Adjournment  
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, this meeting will be held electronically via Zoom. If you cannot attend the meeting 
and would like to submit a comment in writing, please email krutkowski@villagebeverlyhills.com prior to the 
meeting.  



PARKS & RECREATION BOARD MEETING MINUTES – NOVEMBER 19, 2020 - PAGE 1 

THESE MINUTES ARE NOT OFFICIAL. THEY HAVE NOT BEEN APPROVED BY THE BOARD. 

Present: Chairperson Borgon; Vice Chairperson Goodrich; Members: Bresnahan, Hausman, 

Kondak, Ross, and Ruprich 

 Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, all members participated remotely via Zoom from 

Beverly Hills, Michigan.  

 

Absent:  None 

 

Also Present:  Clerk/Assistant Manager, Rutkowski 

 

Chairperson Borgon called the meeting of the Parks and Recreation Board to order at 7:30 p.m. 

remotely via Zoom due to the COVID-19 pandemic. 

 

APPROVE MINUTES OF A PARKS & RECREATION BOARD MEETING HELD 

OCTOBER 15, 2020 

Motion by Hausman, second by Kondak, to amend Page 1 of the minutes of the Parks & 

Recreation Board meeting held on October 15, 2020, changing the last name from “Green” 

to “Reemmer” and to approve the minutes as amended.   

 

Motion passed (6-0) 

 

PUBLIC COMMENTS  

Stephanie Jones, Beverly Road, presented the “Deck the Trails” idea for residents to participate in 

placing holiday decorations along the Beverly Park trail.  

 

Ross joined the meeting at 7:43 p.m. 

 

The Board discussed placing holiday decoration installations at Village parks.  

 

Motion by Hausman, second by Ruprich, the Parks & Recreation Board recommends 

Council approves the Board’s request to plan a holiday installation at parks throughout the 

Village for residents to decorate and enjoy. The Board also requests the approval of the 

purchase of evergreen trees not to exceed $500.00. 

 

Motion passed (7-0) 

 

Rutkowski read a written comment from Tom Maxwell, Lauderdale, regarding the potential pocket 

parks on the east side of the Village.  
 

RECAP HALLOWEEN SCAVENGER HUNT AND DRAW GRAND PRIZE WINNER 

The Board discussed the success of the Halloween Scavenger Hunt and thanked residents for 

participating.   

 

Borgon stated it was a great team effort and about 50 prizes were delivered to 31 families.  

Borgon randomly drew the grand prize winner, the Braciszewski family on Bellvine.  The winner 

will receive a free 4-hour Beverly Park pavilion rental.  
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PARKS & RECREATION BOARD MEETING MINUTES – NOVEMBER 19, 2020 - PAGE 2 

THESE MINUTES ARE NOT OFFICIAL. THEY HAVE NOT BEEN APPROVED BY THE BOARD. 

RECAP RELEAF TREE PLANTING 

The Board recapped the ReLeaf tree planting event that was held in October. They thanked 

ReLeaf Michigan and all of the volunteers who participated in planting 18 trees at Beverly Park. 

They talked about maintenance and watering the new trees.  

 

Goodrich thanked Hausman for spearheading the grant project.  

 

DISCUSS HOLIDAY DECORATIONS AT BEVERLY PARK 

The Board discussed hanging lights at the Beverly Park pavilion and near the flagpole. They 

would like all of the lights to match. They will also hang bows along the fence.  

 

DISCUSS WINTER FAMILY FUN DAY 

The Board talked about having a pop-up Winter Family Fun Day in January or February as 

weather permits, while practicing social distancing and following gathering guidelines. They 

discussed potentially creating ice sculptures and building snowmen.   

 

Motion by Hausman, second by Ruprich, the Parks & Recreation Board requests approval 

from the Beverly Hills Village Council to allow them to promote residents build 

snowmen, as weather permits, at their leisure, in parks throughout the Village. 

 

 Motion passed (7-0) 

 

DISCUSS FUTURE EVENT IDEAS 

Borgon suggested hosting another scavenger hunt in the future. 

 

Goodrich would like to focus on installations at Village parks, and specifically discussed 

Riverside.  He talked about creating more log planters and planting mums next year.  

 

LIAISON COMMENTS 

None. 

 

ADMINISTRATION COMMENTS  

Rutkowski gave an update on the pending certification of the General Election. A new Council 

Liaison will be assigned by the next Board meeting. The Village Office is temporarily closed due 

to State Health Orders and the COVID-19 pandemic. She reminded the Board that the next meeting 

will be the joint meeting with Council on January 21, 2021, which may be held via Zoom.  

 

BOARD COMMENTS 

Ross asked about buckthorn removal at Beverly Park. 

 

Bresnahan thanked Stephanie Jones for bringing her ideas to the Board.  She appreciates public 

participation.  

 

Ruprich wished everyone a Happy Thanksgiving.  
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THESE MINUTES ARE NOT OFFICIAL. THEY HAVE NOT BEEN APPROVED BY THE BOARD. 

Hausman said she will provide an update on the DIA Inside|Out Program once she hears back.  

She expressed concern about the expansion of the bike trail and its effect on the 

understory/reforestation of Beverly Park. She thanked outgoing Liaison Phil Mueller for his 

service. She wished everyone a Happy Thanksgiving.  

 

Kondak thanked volunteers, ReLeaf, Board members, and administration for their help with the 

tree planting. He thanked Mueller for his service. 

 

Goodrich stated that the parks had a good year despite COVID. He thanked Comeau for all of their 

hard work in the parks.  

 

Borgon thanked Stephanie Jones for her ideas and thanked Tom Maxwell for highlighting pocket 

parks.  

 

ADJOURNMENT 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:48 p.m.  
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Village of Beverly Hills ● 18500 W. 13 Mile Road, Beverly Hills, MI 48025 ● 248-646-6404 

 

 

To: Chairperson Borgon; Parks & Recreation Board Members 
 

From:  Kristin Rutkowski, Village Clerk/Assistant Village Manager 
 
Subject: Groves Forte 5K Request 
 
Date:   January 14, 2021 
 
Groves High School has requested to hold their annual Forte 5K Run and Walk at Beverly Park and on 

Village streets on Sunday, May 16, 2021 from 7:00 AM to 11:00 AM to benefit the Groves Orchestra.  

They have also requested to use the pavilion during this time and asked that the pavilion rental fees be 

waived.  

A map of the route is attached.  

The Board and Council previously approved the request for May 2020, but the event was canceled due 

to the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Suggested Motion: 

The Beverly Hills Parks & Recreation Board recommends Village Council approve the request from 

Groves High School to hold their annual Forte 5K Run on Sunday, May 16, 2021 from 7:00 AM to 11:00 

AM.  This event will begin and end at the Beverly Park pavilion and they will utilize Village streets and 

sidewalks for the run.  It is recommended that fees for use of the pavilion be waived for this event.  
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Beverly Park Bicycle Trail 

Presented by:

Brian Reemmer and Terrance Metz
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Trail History

• Built during spring and summer 2020

• Work was performed mostly by Beverly Hills Village kids

• Many requests from riders for a trail extension



Trail 
extension

Existing trail

Pavilion

Trail Layout



Trail Extension Description

• Trail extension will be routed along the BLUE path on the previous 
slide 

• Trail will:
• continue to blend in with existing terrain

• continue to avoid the woodchip foot path

• continue to avoid the disc golf course

• Features will be of similar design to the current trail with the 
exception of the two new features on the next slide



Proposed New Features

Allows riders to safely 
improve balance and 
gain confidence.  

Placement is TBD but 
would be within trail 
boundaries. 

Skinny Wave



Request
❑Approval to proceed with trail extension

❑ Approval of two new trail features
❑ Skinny

❑Wave
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Village of Beverly Hills ● 18500 W. 13 Mile Road, Beverly Hills, MI 48025 ● 248-646-6404 

 

 

To: Chairperson Borgon; Parks & Recreation Board Members 
 
From:  Kristin Rutkowski, Village Clerk/Assistant Village Manager 
 
Subject: Buckthorn Eradication Project  
 
Date:   January 15, 2021 
 
The Parks & Recreation Board has had discussions on the buckthorn eradication project at Beverly Park 
at several of their recent meetings. 
 
The contract with Natural Community Services (NCS) for buckthorn eradication expired December 2020.  
 
At the August 2020 meeting, the Board reached a consensus that the eradication project should 
continue and requested to see more specific bid language from administration for review and 
recommendation.  At the September 2020 meeting, the Board provided input for the “Scope of Work” 
section of a potential Request for Proposals (RFP). Among their recommendations, the Board would like 
to see the work expanded across the entire park; not contained to Zones A and B from the initial 
agreement. A map is attached for reference.  
 
The Board and Council have a few options to consider to continue the eradication project: extend the 
contract with NCS; put the project out to bid; opt-in to one of the two contracts held by Oakland County 
Parks for terrestrial invasive species removal; or bring the work in-house.  The Board has previously 
expressed interest in contracting the services out.  
 
The benefits of the opt-in option are that the contractors have already gone through a competitive bid 
process and were vetted by Oakland County, and the prices should be less expensive due to bulk pricing. 
The participating contractors are Cardno Inc. and GEI Consultants of Michigan.  
 
Recommended Motion: 
The Parks and Recreation Board recommends the Village continue the buckthorn eradication project at 
Beverly Park and recommends that the Village Council instruct administration to (obtain quotes from 
the Oakland County Parks contractors who offer opt-in options or put the project out to bid on 
MITN/BidNet).  
 
Attachment 





 Woody invasive species are some of the most common 
invasive species. 

 They are often grouped together because the treatment 
methods are similar. 

INTRO TO WOODY INVASIVE SPECIES

Erica Clites
Oakland County CISMA Director

Info Item



 Large shrubs/small trees 10 – 25 ft. tall
 Leaves simple, alternate, oblong, dark green 

and shiny
 Bark: exterior brown to gray or green; inner 

bark yellow/pink/orange
 Berries black to dark purple (over winter)
 Common: Twigs with thorns near the tip

 Impact
 Rapidly form dense thickets
 Releases chemicals to inhibit growth of other 

species
 Doesn’t support native diversity of birds, 

butterflies and other wildlife

GLOSSY AND COMMON BUCKTHORN



 Autumn: 15-20 ft;                          Russian 
Russian: up to 30 ft. 

 Silvery backside of oval leaves
 Stems/bark often thorny
 Red berries (prolific seed producer)

 I l legal to sell,  trade, plant or share autumn 
olive in MI.

 Impact
 Increases soil nitrogen levels
 Replaces native plants in high quality habitat
 Doesn’t support native diversity of birds, 

butterflies, insects and other wildlife

AUTUMN AND RUSSIAN OLIVE



 Upright shrubs 6-16 ft. tall (one vine)

 Paired leaves and showy flowers 
throughout plant; native honeysuckles 
only have flowers/fruits at leaf tips

 Red berries

 Impact
 Replaces native plants in high quality 

habitat

 Doesn’t support native diversity of birds, 
butterflies, insects and other wildlife

 Foliage unpalatable to most native insects

HONEYSUCKLES



 Spiny deciduous shrub
 Arching branches
 Oval or spoon-shaped leaves
 Berries small, egg-shaped, bright 

red, remain throughout winter

 Impact
 Dense foliage increases humidity 

levels, promotes higher tick 
populations
 Increases soil nitrogen levels
 Doesn’t support native diversity of 

birds, butterflies, insects and other 
wildlife

JAPANESE BARBERRY



 Multi-stemmed shrub, grows to 15 feet

 Stems green to red and arching, with recurved thorns.

 Clusters of small white to pink flowers with strong fragrance

 Fruit: bright red rose hips, present in winter

MULTIFLORA ROSE



 Woody, perennial vine can climb up to 60 feet

 Can strangle trees

 Control: Cut vines near ground. Be careful with any chemical 
spray as some of them damage trees. 

ASIAN BITTERSWEET



WOODY INVASIVE SPECIES CONTROL
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